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St. Francis of Assisi 

2010 Building Fund Pledge 
First Fruits for the Lord 

 
“Christ, the first fruits of those who have 

fallen asleep” 
(1 Corinthians 15:20b) 

“All the best of the new oil 
and of the new wine and 
grain … they give to the Lord 
as their first 
fruits” (Number 18:12). 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Why is it necessary to make a commitment? The pledge 
made is not a contract, but a simple statement of intent.  For 
future planning, especially in order to forecast when the church 
can be built, knowledge of what dollar amounts to expect is 
essential and critical. 
Can’t I just give in the second collection? 
The primary purpose of the second collection is to give visitors 
to the parish an opportunity to support the building fund.  
Unpledged donations made to the second collection go to the 
same fund, but they are not budgeted as part of our long-term 
strategic planning. 
How will the commitment be made? 
Each family will be asked to complete a pledge form.  No 
money needs to be paid when making the pledge. 
Is my commitment confidential? 
Absolutely. It will not be used in any public way. 
If necessary, may I change my commitment? 
Of course. Should changing circumstances lead you to alter 
your giving plan, just let the parish office know that you would 
like to adjust the amount, either higher or lower. 
I’d like to give, but I did not receive a pledge form? 
Extra pledge forms are available in the pamphlet rack in the 
vestibule or by contacting the parish office. 

“The choicest first fruits of your soil you shall 
bring to the house of the Lord, your 
God” (Exodus 23:19). 
The first fruits are the portion of the harvest offered in 
thanksgiving to God.  The first fruits are also the finest of 
one’s produce.  Jesus is God’s first fruits which he has given 
to us.  Now, we give our first fruits back to God in return. 

 

Our Goals 
Currently the parish needs to continue paying the debt for 
the land and current parish hall (temporary church) and 
begin saving for our next building – our permanent 
church!  One day, hopefully soon, the current altar and 
statues will be transferred into that church.  Eventually, 
our campus will also include a school (K-8).  These 
accomplishments depend on your continued generosity.  
The timing depends on you! 

Construction Debt: $3,174,243 
Land Mortgage: $2,309,783 

Total Debt: $5,484,026 
(as of 10/1/09) 


